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Course Description 

Effective assessment and service delivery requires understanding developmental norms, but there 

is little information on language in older autistic individuals. This session will present language 

assessment data from autistic adolescents and young adults, as well as considerations in 

interpreting this data to guide service delivery. 

 

Learner Outcomes 

After completing this learning track, participants will be able to: 

1. List three obstacles to clinical language assessment for autistic adolescents and young adults 

2. Identify how to interpret and use assessment data to guide service delivery 

 

Time-Ordered Agenda 

5 minutes Introduction, disclosures & objectives 

10 minutes  Background: Why language in autism? 

10 minutes Overview of linguistic heterogeneity in autism 

10 minutes Language profiles in older autistic individuals 

10 minutes Multimethod assessment and interpretation 

10 minutes Contextual factors and clinical implications 

5 minutes Wrap-up 

 

About the Presenter 

Teresa Girolamo is an Assistant Professor in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at San Diego 

State University. She completed her PhD in Child Language at the University of Kansas. As a former 

special education teacher, her research interests involve language development and disorders. Her 

work is supported by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation and NIH. Her projects 

examine effective assessment for autistic adolescents and young adults varying in communication 

profiles and their experiences during the transition to adulthood. 
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Disclosure 

 

Financial: Teresa Girolamo receives a salary as an employee of San Diego State University, 

grant funding from NIH (NIMHD U54MD012397; NIDCD R21DC021769), the Department of 

Education (H325K250117), and the American Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation (New 

Century Scholars Grant); a stipend from Pearson for presenting at the Autism Summit; and 

a stipend for serving as Editor-in-Chief at Perspectives of the ASHA Special Interest Groups and 

as Associate Editor at the Journal of Communication Disorders. 

 

Non-financial: Teresa Girolamo serves as the 2026 ASHA Convention Topic Committee Co-

Chair for Considerations for Autistic and Neurodivergent Populations Across the Life Span, 

and is a member of the ASHA Journals Board, Society for Biological Psychiatry and Society 

for fNIRS Community Engagement Committees, and the Asian & Pacific Islander Speech-

Language-Hearing Caucus Advisory Board. 

 

NCS Pearson, Inc., the sponsor of this learning track, develops and distributes assessments 

and intervention tools for speech-language pathologists, occupational therapists, and 

psychologists. This offering will include information that pertains to the effective and 

appropriate use and interpretation of multimethod language assessment data in autistic 

adolescents and young adults to guide clinical decision‑making and service 

recommendations. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1177/13623613251380448
https://doi.org/10.1055/s-0044-1793913
http://doi.org/10.1177/13623613231216155
https://doi.org/10.1177/13623613231166749


 
 
 
 
 
 Girolamo, T., & Rice, M. L. (2022). Language impairment in autistic adolescents and young adults. 

Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, 65(9), 3518–3530. 

https://doi.org/10.1044/2022_JSLHR-21-00517 

  

 

 
 

Eligibility 

• Those requesting to earn ASHA CEUs must meet at least one of the following criteria: 

o Is an ASHA Member (includes Life Member and International Affiliates) 

o Holds the ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC) 

o Is licensed by a state or provincial regulatory agency to practice audiology or speech-

language pathology 

o Is credentialed by a state regulatory agency to practice audiology or speech-language 

pathology 

o Is credentialed by a national regulatory agency to practice audiology or speech-

language pathology 

o Is a Clinical Fellow supervised by someone who holds the ASHA CCC 

o Is currently enrolled in a master’s or doctoral program in audiology or speech-

language pathology 

Permission for Pearson to Share Information to the ASHA CE Registry 

• By selecting YES on the registration link, you agree that you are a current ASHA CE 

registrant and grant permission to Pearson to share your identifying information to 

ASHA Continuing Education Registry.  

• By selecting NO on the registration link, you agree that you do not want Pearson to 

share your identifying information for the ASHA CE registry, and you will maintain 

your own CE records.  
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Earn 1.0 CE Credit     Earn 1.0 CPD Credit 

     
Pearson is approved by the American    NASP Approved Provider # 1010 

Psychological Association to sponsor    Pearson is approved by the National Association of 

continuing education for psychologists.   School Psychologists to offer continuing education for 

Pearson maintains responsibility for    school psychologists. Pearson maintains responsibility 

this program and its content.    for the program 

 

 

Registration Link: Home - Autism Virtual Summit 

 

Assessment of Learning Outcomes  

The Continuing Education certificate requires 75% to pass the knowledge check questions.  

 

Qualified Professional Enrollment | Autism Summit On-Demand Price – $129.00 USD 

 

Attendance Requirements 

Pearson maintains responsibility for this program and its content. Full attendance is required to 

receive a Continuing Education certificate—partial credit is not awarded. Attendees who are not 

seeking continuing education credit may receive a certificate of attendance. 

 

CE Contact Information 

NCS Pearson, Inc.  

927 E. Sonterra Blvd., Suite 119 

San Antonio, TX 78258 

ClinicalTraining@Pearson.com 

 

Accommodation Requests 

Pearson will make accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If 

you require specific accommodation because of a disability, please email 

ClinicalTraining@Pearson.com at least five (5) calendar days before the date so that appropriate 

arrangements may be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://web.cvent.com/event/b7818785-c26e-40ce-9844-500fd1d0cad5/summary
mailto:Clinicaltraining@pearson.com
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Complaint Resolution 

If a registrant feels that a session was unsatisfactory for any reason, please email 

ClinicalTraining@Pearson.com 

 

About Pearson 

Pearson is the foremost provider of assessments for psychologists and other mental health 

professionals. Our reliable, well-validated tools assess child and adult personality, behavior, 

neuropsychology, ability/intelligence, speech and language, development, sensory, motor, 

vocations, and biopsychosocial issues, leading to better insights and successful outcomes. 
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