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Overview  

Early basic concept acquisition in young children is strongly influenced by hands-on activities and life 

experiences during interactions with family members. More advanced concepts can be developed through 

formal academic exposure (e.g., “happy” vs. “delighted” or “sad” vs. “disappointed”). Concept development 

underpins all communications and academic subject matter. If children understand the nexus of 

foundational and topical concepts, they can understand and meaningfully discuss with depth and breadth 

any related subject. When children do not understand these essential concepts, they struggle to grasp the 

conjoint relationships between otherwise tangentially related facts. Comprehension of basic concepts is 

critical for school success, highly relevant to educational terminology, and central to early childhood 

standards in all 50 states. 

 

In this webinar, data will be presented to highlight the value of dedicated basic concept assessment to 

determine if a child understands the basic concepts needed to be successful in formal education, identify 

the basic concepts a child has mastered and the concepts the child has not learned, and to contribute 

information to psychoeducational assessment. Finally, reliability and validity data for the Bracken Basic 

Concepts Scale (4th ed.): ReceptiveTM (BBCS-4: RTM) and the Bracken School Readiness AssessmentTM (4th 

ed.; BSRATM-4) will be presented that show excellent internal inconsistency coefficients for both the 

normative sample and groups of children with a developmental delay or language impairment and 

children who are gifted and talented. 

   

Learner Outcomes  

After completing this webinar, participants will be able to:  

1. Explain how the comprehension of basic concepts is related to children's understanding of daily 

classroom conversations, teacher directions, and school curricula 

2. Explain how concept development is a powerful predictor of overall language development, 

cognitive functioning, and school readiness 

3. Explain how testing concept attainment can be an integrated part of your assessment battery 

   

 

Time-Ordered Agenda  

15 minutes Importance of basic concept development 

10 minutes Challenging assumptions about concept development 

5 minutes Vocabulary vs concept development comparison 

10 minutes Incorporating the BBCS-4:R into a comprehensive assessment 

5 minutes BBCS-4:R – Psychometrics – Norms, validity, reliability 



 

10 minutes Intervention 

5 minutes Q & A 

 

About the Presenter 

Ms. Oliver holds a M.A., C.A.S. in School Psychology from Towson University (MD), where she has served as 

an adjunct professor in the field of School Psychology. Ms. Oliver is a Nationally Certified School 

Psychologist (NCSP) with additional school psychology credentials in Virginia and Maryland. 

As a Senior Assessment Consultant for Pearson Clinical Assessment, Ms. Oliver provides consultation and 

education regarding a wide variety of assessment and intervention needs for school-based clinicians and 

educators. Ms. Oliver enjoys the opportunity to work with school districts to highlight her passion of 

blending technology and psychology. 
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Course Content Disclosure:  NCS Pearson, Inc. is the sponsor of this webinar. Pearson develops and 

distributes assessments and intervention tools for speech-language pathologists, psychologists, and 

occupational therapists. This webinar will cover information that pertains to the effective and 

appropriate use of the Bracken Basic Concept Scales (4th ed.): Receptive (BBCS-4:R) and Bracken School 

Readiness Assessment (4th ed.; BSRA-4) published by Pearson Clinical Assessment. No other 

assessments or interventions will be discussed during this presentation. 

 

 

References 

Boehm, A. E., Classon, B., & Kelly, M. (1986). Preschool teachers’ spoken use of basic concepts. [Unpublished 

manuscript.] Teachers College, Columbia University, New York 292.  

Brassard M. R., & Boehm, A. E. (2008). Preschool assessment: Principles and practices. Guilford Press. 

Bracken, B. A. (1986). Incidence of basic concepts in the directions of five commonly used American tests 

of intelligence. School Psychology International, 7(1). https://doi.org/10.1177/014303438600700101.  

Bracken, B. A., (2023a). Bracken Basic Concept Scale (4th ed.): Receptive. NCS Pearson. 

Bracken, B. A. (2023b). Bracken School Readiness Assessment (4th ed.). NCS Pearson. 

Bracken, B. A., & Crawford, E. (2010). Basic concepts in early childhood educational standards: A 50-state 

review. Early Childhood Education Journal, 37(5), 421–430. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-009-0363-7  

Bracken, B. A., & Panter, J. E. (2011). Using the Bracken Basic Concept Scale and the Bracken Concept 

Development Program for assessing and remediating concept development. Psychology in the Schools, 

48(5), 465–475.￼https://doi.org/10.1002/pits.20568 

Larrabee, A. L. (2007). Predicting academic achievement through kindergarten screening: An evaluation of 

developmental and school readiness measures [Doctoral dissertation]. Retrieved from Dissertation 

Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and social sciences. (AAI3228216).  



 
National Center for Education Statistics. (2023). English learners in public schools. Condition of Education. 

U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences. 

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/cgf/english -learners 

Shaywitz, B. A., & Shaywitz, S. E. (2005). Dyslexia (specific reading disability). Biological Psychiatry, 57(11), 

1301–1309. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biopsych.2005.01.043 

 

 

 
Eligibility to Earn AHSA CEUs 

As of July 2011, individuals who are not ASHA members or ASHA certificate holders must demonstrate that 

they are eligible to earn ASHA CEUs by providing documentation for one or more of the following areas: 

• ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC) holder 

• Life Member, Membership holder without Certification, or International Affiliate 

• Licensed by a state or provincial regulatory agency to practice independently as an audiologist or 

speech-language pathologist* 

• Credentialed by a state regulatory agency to practice independently as an audiologist or speech-

language pathologist 

• Credentialed by a national regulatory agency to practice independently as an audiologist or 

speech-language pathologist 

• Currently engaged in a Clinical Fellowship, which is supervised by someone with their ASHA CCC 

• Currently enrolled in a masters or doctoral program in audiology or speech language pathology  

* Audiology or speech-language pathology assistants (whether certified by ASHA, licensed by your state, or 

currently practicing) are not eligible to earn ASHA CEU unless you meet at least one of the criteria listed 

above. 
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NASP Approved Provider # 1010        

“Pearson is approved by the National Association of School Psychologists to offer continuing education for 

school psychologists. Pearson maintains responsibility for the program.” 

 

 

Registration link: https://pearson.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vTdjZ7ofRKK03dvkM08psw 

 



 
 

Qualified Professional Enrollment |  

Attendees need to meet our Level B qualifications. Attendees who are not seeking continuing education 

credit may receive a certificate of attendance. 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Requirements 

Pearson maintains responsibility for this program and its content. Full attendance is required to receive a 

Continuing Education certificate—partial credit is not awarded. No credit will be given to participants who 

are more than 10 minutes late at the beginning of the webinar or leave early.  

 

CE Contact Information 

NCS Pearson, Inc.  

927 E Sonterra Blvd., Suite 119 

San Antonio, TX 78258 

ClinicalTraining@Pearson.com 

 

Accommodation Requests  

Pearson will make accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you 

require specific accommodations because of a disability, please email ClinicalTraining@pearson.com at 

least five (5) calendar days before the live webinar date so that appropriate arrangements may be made. 

 

Complaint Resolution 

If a registrant feels that a webinar was unsatisfactory for any reason, please email 

ClinicalTraining@Pearson.com. 

 
About Pearson 

Pearson is the foremost provider of assessments for psychologists and other mental health professionals. 

Our reliable, well-validated tools assess child and adult personality, behavior, neuropsychology, 

ability/intelligence, speech and language, developmental, sensory, motor, vocations, and biopsychosocial 

issues, leading to better insights and successful outcomes. 


