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The Growth Scale Value (GSV) is a score that tracks vocabulary
over time. Much like inches are an equal-interval scale of length, the
GSV is an equal-interval scale of vocabulary. Therefore, the GSV
can be used as a yardstick by which progress can be measured
throughout the school years. It can also be used to compare a
student's ability with that of a reference group consisting of all the
students in a particular grade or of a particular age. For example, in
the case of the PPVT, a GSV score of 179 is average for students
aged 10 years 2 months, a GSV less than 179 reflects a lower level
of vocabulary for same-age students, and a GSV greater than 179
reflects a higher level of vocabulary for same-age students.

The PPVT measure can be used reliably in a test-retest situation. If
the timeframe is short (e.g., 6 weeks or less), it is suggested that the
examiner use the alternate form for the two test sessions (e.g., Form
A for the first testing and Form B for the second testing). If the time
between the first and second testing is longer (so that practice
effects are not as great), then the retest can be administered with the
same form.

*Shaded area represents +1 Standard Deviation of the standardization sample.

GSV Chart

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

220

240

260

280

G
ro

w
th

 S
ca

le
 V

al
ue

 (
G

S
V

)

2.5

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15-16

17-18

19-20

21-25

26-30

31-60
Age Levels

National GSV Scores

Test Date Age Form SS GSV Mean Range

05/01/2011 5:6 Form A 51 78 139 124-154

05/09/2012 6:6 Form B 75 117 148 132-164

05/04/2013 7:6 Form B 65 115 155 139-171

05/08/2014 8:6 Form A 58 118 164 150-178
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