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The MAT is a high-level test of analytical ability that requires solving problems 
stated as analogies. The MAT consists of 120 partial analogies that you have 60 
minutes to complete. The test measures your ability to recognize relationships 
between ideas, your fluency in the English language, and your general knowledge  
of the humanities, natural sciences, mathematics, and social sciences.

Test Contents
The MAT is composed entirely of analogy items. An analogy is a statement 
suggesting that two terms are related to each other in the same way that two 
other terms are related to each other. The MAT analogy items are presented in an 
equation format as “Term A : Term B :: Term C : Term D.” This can be read as either 
“Term A is related to Term B in the same way that Term C is related to Term D” or 
as “Term A is related to Term C in the same way as Term B is related to Term D” 
(see the MAT Study Guide on the MAT website).

Of the 120 MAT items, your responses to 100 of these items will count toward your 
score. The other 20 are experimental items that are being tested for use on future 
MAT test forms. Because the experimental items are embedded, it is very important 
that you do your best on all the items on the test.

Each MAT analogy item addresses one of the analogical relationships and one of the 
content areas shown below in Table 1. The percentage of MAT items meeting each 
objective varies somewhat from test form to test form.

About the Miller Analogies Test
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MAT Content Objectives

General — Life experience, work, general reading

Humanities —  Art history, comparative religion, ethics, history, literature, modern and classical languages, 
philosophy, music, visual arts

Language —  Composition and rhetoric, grammar, word connotations, word meanings, word parts, word 
pronunciations and sounds

Mathematics —  Algebra, arithmetic, finance, geometry, numbers, probability, statistics

Natural Sciences —  Astronomy, biology, chemistry, earth science, ecology, environmental science, geology, 
physical geography, physics, public health

Social Sciences —  Anthropology, civics, criminology, economics, education, geography, political science, 
psychology, sociology

MAT Relationship Objectives

Semantic — Word meanings

Similarity/Contrast (synonyms, definitions, similarities, antonyms, contrast, differences)

Intensity (size, degrees, magnitudes, extents)

Completion (parts of expressions, split phrases, words)

Classification —  Hierarchical relationship, classification, inclusion

Category (member/class, class/member, subordination, hierarchy)

Membership (members of same class or category, coordination)

Whole-Part/Part-Whole (whole-to-part, part-to-whole)

Association — Characterization, affiliation

Object/Characteristic (attribute, description, lacking quality, source, component, location, setting)

Order (sequence, reciprocal, by-product, transformation)

Agent/Object (cause/effect, creator/creation, function of, action taken by, purpose for, tool used by)

Logical/Mathematical  —  Mathematical, phonetic

Mathematical (logical/mathematical equivalence, numerical fractions, multiples)

Phonetic (letter patterns, sound patterns, rhymes, homophones, similar sounds)

Figure 1   MAT Content and Relationship Objectives

Test-Taking Strategies
General Suggestions for Taking the MAT
The MAT involves general and academic knowledge and analytical skills acquired 
over years of study and learning, so cramming will not help much. Instead, 
familiarize yourself with the structure of the MAT by reviewing the content 
descriptions and sample items available in the MAT Study Guide on the MAT 
website at no cost.
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Work quickly but carefully. Do not dwell on items that are unfamiliar or seem  
too difficult. Skip the items that are most difficult and return to them as time 
allows. Points are not deducted for incorrect responses. If you are not sure which 
answer choice is correct for an item, eliminate as many options as you can first. If 
you have doubts about an answer to an item, change your choice only if you have a 
valid reason.

When taking the test, be physically and mentally prepared—well rested, fed, and 
comfortably dressed.

Specific Strategies for Solving MAT Analogies
To solve a MAT analogy, read each of the three given terms carefully. Next, identify 
the two given terms that are related and how they are related. Without looking at 
the answer options, think of a fourth term that would complete the analogy. Finally, 
examine the answer options, and select the option that most closely resembles your 
idea of a term that would complete the analogy.

Each MAT analogy is carefully structured so that there is only one valid and logical 
relationship that exists between each pair of terms.

For more detailed information about solving MAT analogies, and for examples of 
each type of analogy, go to the MAT Study Guide on the MAT website.

Online Practice Tests
For a fee, you can take the MAT Practice Tests available through the MAT website. 
The MAT Practice Tests are designed to familiarize you with the types of items and 
the specific content areas that you will encounter on the MAT. Go to the website for 
more information about preparing for the MAT. 
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