Comparing MAT to GRE® Scores
2017–18
The many graduate schools and programs that accept either Miller Analogies Test (MAT) or
Graduate Record Examinations® (GRE) General Test scores as part of their admission
requirements may find it useful to be able to compare scores from these two tests. One way to
make these comparisons is by simply displaying side-by-side scaled score to percentile rank
relationships for the MAT and the GRE. The reasonableness of this comparison is based on the
assumption that candidates taking both the MAT and the GRE General Test are from the same
pool of graduate school applicants.
The scaled score to percentile information shown in the table below is based on current
normative data published in the 2017 edition of the MAT Technical Manual and the 2017–18
edition of the GRE Guide to the Use of Scores (Educational Testing Service, 2017). The analogy
content included on the MAT is more similar to the content on the GRE Verbal Reasoning subtest
than to the content on either the Quantitative Reasoning or the Analytical Writing subtest. For
this reason, the table provides score comparisons only for the MAT Total Group (scaled score
range = 200–600; mean = 397.6; standard deviation = 22.4) and the GRE Verbal Reasoning
subtest (scaled score range = 130–170; mean = 149.97; standard deviation = 8.49).
Due to limitations inherent in any method used to determine scaled score comparisons from two
different tests, the scores cannot be assumed to be perfectly equivalent or interchangeable. One
limitation relates to differences in item formats included on the two tests, with the MAT
composed entirely of analogy items and the GRE Verbal Reasoning subtest consisting of reading
comprehension, text completion, and sentence equivalence items. Another limitation relates to
content, with the MAT including a few analogy items with numerals or other math symbols and
the GRE Verbal Reasoning subtest containing only verbal items. Nevertheless, both assessments
are intended to assess candidates’ ability to comprehend, analyze, evaluate, and make inferences
from concepts represented as text. The score comparisons displayed here can thus be useful in
comparing a score earned on one test with a score earned on the other, which may be helpful in
assessing candidates applying to a graduate program.
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