
Reading 
Assessment 

Calendar

While the Developmental Reading Assessment® (DRA™) is arguably 
one of the most popular benchmarking tools for determining 
reading skills, its usefulness extends throughout the entire year. 
From initial benchmarking to consistent progress monitoring and 
end-of-year skills checks, DRA™3 has you covered from bell to bell!
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Back-to-school prep

• Conduct staff training
• �Set up teacher access to the DRA3  

online platform
• Attend training or review of DRA3
• Perform implementation checks

• �Prepare your class lists for Fall  
Benchmark Assessment

• Plan for pre-assessment activities

August
Get ready for back to school to kick the school year off right!

800-328-5999   |   PearsonAssessments.com/DRA3
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Assessments and instruction

• Conduct DRA3 assessments 
• Begin follow-up instruction
• Administer the DRA3 Word Analysis to students below benchmark

September
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Welcome back!
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Interventions, instruction, and progress monitoring

• �Administer the Word Analysis to  
K-3 students below benchmark

• �Progress Monitor students in grades 2–8
• �Conduct Reading Engagement assessment

• �Model, teach, and support areas in need  
of instruction

• �Prepare for Parent-Teacher conferences

October
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• National Family Literacy Day 
• American Education Week
• Read for the Record
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Time for parent-teacher conferences! 

• Monitor progress of identified students
• Model, teach, and support areas in need of instruction
• Conduct parent-teacher conferences

November 
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Rate INTERVENTION INSTRUCTIONAL INDEPENDENT ADVANCED

Minutes: Seconds 2:51 or more 2:50-2:27 2:26-1:42 1:41 or less

WPM 59 or less 60-69 70-100 101 or more

Accuracy INTERVENTION INSTRUCTIONAL INDEPENDENT ADVANCED

Number of Errors 12 or more 10-11 1:41 or less

Percent of Accuracy 93 or less 94
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Oral Reading Summary
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• �Winter break: Supply a  
suggested reading activity  
list or reading log.

Progress monitoring and continued instruction 

• Monitor progress of identified students
• Model, teach, and support areas in need of instruction

December 
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INTERVENTION INSTRUCTIONAL INDEPENDENT ADVANCED

Vocabulary:
Prefixes and
Suffixes

(1) Gives 
inaccurate or
vague meanings,
or does not 
respond

(2) Gives a partially
correct response,
such as the
intended meaning
of 1 word.

(3) Gives the
intended 
meaning
of each word.

(4)Gives the
intended 
meaning
wit details for
each word.

INTERVENTION INSTRUCTIONAL INDEPENDENT ADVANCED

Word Reading:
Suffixes

(1) Does not read
any words

(2) Reads 1-2 of 4
words accurately

(3) Reads all 4
words accurately

(4) Reads all 4
words accurately
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Mid-year progress monitoring

• Monitor progress of identified students
• �Model, teach, and support areas in need  

of instruction
• �Administer Word Analysis to emerging 

readers in kindergarten
• �Readminister the Word Analysis

• �Follow district assessment calendar for  
mid-year assessments

• Conduct follow-up instruction
• �Model, teach, and support areas in need  

of instruction

January 
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Progress monitoring and mid-year conferences

• Monitor progress of identified students
• �Administer Word Analysis to grades 1–3 

students below benchmark

• �Prepare for and conduct mid-year  
Parent-Teacher conferences

• �Model, teach, and support areas in need  
of instruction

February
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• Read Across America 
• Spring break

Progress monitoring and continued instruction

• Monitor progress of identified students
• Model, teach, and support areas in need of instruction 

March 
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Progress monitoring and continued instruction 

• Monitor progress of identified students
• Model, teach, and support areas in need of instruction

April
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Spring benchmarks and end-of-year prep

• Prepare materials for spring benchmark
• �Conduct and score DRA3 end-of-year 

assessments

• �Administer Word Analysis with students 
previously assessed mid-year

• �Prepare suggested reading list and  
reading log

May
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Plan for next year

• Prep student files to transition for new school year
• Order additional kits
• Restock assessment forms

June
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Enjoy the summer!

July 
 

Have a great 
summer!

https://www.pearsonassessments.com/
https://www.pearsonassessments.com/store/usassessments/en/Store/Professional-Assessments/Academic-Learning/Developmental-Reading-Assessment-%7C-Third-Edition/p/100001913.html

