»Pearson

BASC-4 BESS Frequently Asked Questions

Pearson Clinical Assessment | Behavioral and Emotional Screening System

This FAQ provides a concise, customer-facing overview of the BASC-4 Behavioral and Emotional
Screening System (BASC-4 BESS), including what it measures, who it is designed for, administration
details, scoring options, language availability, and how it supports prevention and early intervention

programs.

Quick Facts

Product

BASC-4 Behavioral and Emotional Screening System (BASC-4

Purpose

BESS)

Brief screening of behavioral and emotional strengths,
competencies, and areas of risk

Age range

Teacher and Parent Forms: 3:0-18:11; Student Form: 8:0-18:11;
College Student Form: 18:0-25:11

Completion time

Approximately 5-10 minutes

Scores and interpretation

T scores and percentiles for a general population

Qualification level

Level B

Scoring options

Q-global web-based administration, scoring, and reporting

Languages

English and Spanish versions available for Parent, Teacher, and
Student Child and Adolescent Forms. English version available for
Student College Form
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is BASC-4 BESS?

BASC-4 BESS is a brief behavioral and emotional screening system designed to help schools, pediatric practices,
behavioral health providers, communities, and researchers identify students who may benefit from additional
support. It provides insight into behavioral and emotional strengths and challenges and can be used as part of a

broader prevention and early intervention process.

2. How is BASC-4 BESS different from a comprehensive BASC-4 assessment?

BASC-4 BESS is a screener intended to efficiently identify potential areas of risk and determine whether
additional assessment or support may be needed. The broader BASC-4 system is a comprehensive assessment
system that supports deeper evaluation, intervention planning, diagnosis-related decision-making, and special
education decisions.

3. Who can complete BASC-4 BESS forms?

Forms may be completed by teachers, parents, and students, depending on the student’s age and the selected
form. Teacher and Parent Forms are available for children and adolescents ages 3:0-18:11, the Student Form is
available for ages 8:0-18:11, and the Student College Student Form is available for ages 18:0-25:11.

4. How long does administration take?

BASC-4 BESS forms are designed for efficient administration and can typically be completed in approximately 5—
10 minutes.

5. What types of scores are provided?

BASC-4 BESS provides T scores and percentiles for a general population. Reports are designed to help users
interpret results and identify students who may fall within normal, elevated, or extremely elevated levels of risk.
6. What scoring and reporting options are available?

BASC-4 BESS supports Review360 web-based administration, Q-global scoring, and Review360 reporting.
Depending on implementation needs, forms may also be administered in paper-based workflows or digitally
through supported Pearson platforms.

7. 1s BASC-4 BESS available in Spanish?

Yes. Spanish versions are available for the Parent, Teacher, and Student Child and Adolescent Forms. The
Student College Form is not available in Spanish.
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8. Can BASC-4 BESS be used for universal screening?

Yes. BASC-4 BESS is designed to support universal or broad-based behavioral and emotional screening in schools
and other settings. It can help teams identify students who may need additional monitoring, support, or follow-
up assessment as part of a prevention and early intervention framework.

9. What risk levels are reported?

BASC-4 BESS reports help classify screening results into risk levels such as normal, elevated, or extremely
elevated. These classifications are intended to guide decision-making and help determine whether additional
support, monitoring, or assessment may be appropriate.

10. Does BASC-4 BESS diagnose behavioral or emotional disorders?

No. BASC-4 BESS is a screening tool, not a diagnostic instrument. Results should be interpreted by qualified
professionals and used with other data sources, professional judgment, and follow-up assessment when
needed.

11. What should teams do after a student is identified as elevated or

extremely elevated risk?

Teams should review the results in context, consider input from multiple sources, and determine whether
additional screening, progress monitoring, targeted intervention, referral, or comprehensive assessment is
appropriate. Local policies and procedures should guide next steps.

12. Who is qualified to use BASC-4 BESS?

BASC-4 BESS is a Level B assessment. Users should have appropriate training in standardized assessment
practices, score interpretation, and ethical use of screening results. Organizations should follow Pearson
qualification requirements and applicable professional, district, and state guidelines.

13. Can BASC-4 BESS be administered digitally?

Yes. BASC-4 BESS supports digital administration and reporting through Review360. Depending on the
implementation model, teams may also use paper-based workflows and enter responses for scoring and
reporting.

14. How can BASC-4 BESS support MTSS or school mental health initiatives?

BASC-4 BESS can help teams identify students who may need support, allocate resources more effectively, and
monitor needs across classrooms, schools, or districts. When used within MTSS or school mental health
workflows, screening results can inform prevention planning, targeted interventions, and decisions about
additional evaluation.
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15. What should customers consider before implementation?

Customers should define the screening purpose, select appropriate forms and raters, establish consent and
communication procedures as required, train staff on administration and interpretation, determine how results
will be reviewed, and plan clear follow-up pathways for students who show elevated risk.

16. How often should BASC-4 BESS be administered?

Administration frequency should be determined by the organization’s screening goals, local policies, and
available supports. Many teams use behavioral and emotional screening at planned intervals, such as once or
more during the school year, and may use follow-up screening when results indicate elevated risk or when
monitoring response to support.

17. Can BASC-4 BESS be used to monitor progress?

BASC-4 BESS can support follow-up screening and review of changes over time when administered consistently
and interpreted within a broader intervention or support plan. Progress-related decisions should consider
multiple data sources, including intervention records, teacher observations, family input, and other relevant
assessment information.

18. Can multiple raters complete forms for the same student?

Yes. Gathering input from multiple raters can provide a broader view of a student’s functioning across settings.
For example, teacher, parent, and student perspectives may help teams better understand whether concerns
are consistent across environments or more specific to a particular context.

19. How should teams communicate screening results to families?

Teams should communicate results clearly, respectfully, and in plain language. Communication should explain
the purpose of screening, what the results do and do not mean, how the information will be used, and what
follow-up steps may be recommended. District or organizational policies should guide consent, notification, and
documentation practices.

20. What training is recommended before using BASC-4 BESS?

Users should be trained on the purpose of screening, appropriate form selection, standardized administration
procedures, scoring and reporting workflows, interpretation of risk levels, privacy expectations, and
recommended follow-up procedures. Training should also clarify who reviews results and how decisions are
documented.

21. Can BASC-4 BESS be used with students receiving special education
services?

Yes. BASC-4 BESS may be used with students receiving special education services when the selected form is
appropriate for the student’s age and the purpose of screening. Results should not be used in isolation to make
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