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Sample Personal Score Report

The personal Score Report lists the scaled score and the percentile rank for each of the 
five multiple-choice subtests and for the total multiple-choice test (Composite). These 
five subtest scores and percentile ranks are based on the number of core items answered 
correctly in relation to the performance of the norm group—all first-time examinees 
who took the test between October 2004 and May 2007. Each of the Writing subtest 
scores is displayed as a single score on a scale of 0 to 5.0.

CID:  12345678901 

THIS IS NOT AN OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT 

SCORE REPORT 

PROCESS NO. 00PCATNT-NOTRANS-0000-11100-6 

Pearson
19500 Bulverde Road 
San Antonio, TX 78259 

Scaled Percentile 
MULTIPLE-CHOICE SCORES             Score (SS) Rank  (PR) WRITING SCORES                    Score          Mean 

Verbal Ability 402   5 1                       Conventions of Language                   3.0                  2.89 

Biology 403   53 

Reading Comprehension 404   5 2 

Quantitative Ability 407   54 

Chemistry 405   53 

Composite 404   5 1 

Last, First M.

Problem Solving                               3.5 2.83 

SS = standardized scores based on items answered correctly and test form difficulty 
PR =  % of examinees from the current norm group earning lower than a given score 
Writing scores = earned scores assigned by trained readers 

                                                    Writng means = averages of all Writing scores earned on the same test date 

TEST DATE: June 2008 

For more information, refer to: www.pcatweb.info 

subtest scaled scores are based on the number of core items correct and are cal-
culated separately for each subtest. The Composite scaled score is an unweighted 
average of the five subtest scaled scores. Scaled scores have the same meaning within 
each subtest from one test form to another. However, because subtest scaled scores 
are based on the total number of core items correct in a subtest, the scaled score for 
one subtest cannot be compared to the scaled score for another subtest.

-
formance relative to the norm group. The Composite percentile rank is calculated 
independently of the five multiple-choice subtest scores. A percentile rank indicates 
the percentage of examinees from the norm group who received a scaled score lower 
than a given score. For example, in the sample personal Score Report above, a 
Composite percentile of 51 indicates that the examinee scored higher on the PCAT 
multiple-choice subtests than 51% of the examinees who comprise the norm group.

Both the Conventions of Language and Problem Solving scores represent an average 
of scores assigned by two scorers, with discrepancies of more than one score point 
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the two scorers. A score with a .5 in the decimal place (e.g., 4.5) represents an aver-
age of higher and lower scores and suggests a strong performance within the indi-
cated score point description. For example, a score of 4.5 is the result of one scorer 
assigning a 4.0 and other scorer assigning a 5.0, with the two scores averaged.

-
resent the average of all Writing scores earned on the same test date as your score 
was earned. The mean scores are listed for comparison purposes only and allow you 
to compare your performance to the average performance of other examinees who 
took the PCAT at the same time you did.

a personal Score Report, each examinee also receives a receipt listing the schools to 
which Official Transcripts were sent and a form that can be used to request addi-
tional Score Reports and Official Transcripts.

Explanations for the Writing Score Points

Conventions of Language

 The writer is in command of the conventions of language. The writer makes very 
few, if any, mistakes in sentence formation, usage, and mechanics. Some evidence is 
shown of advanced or innovative techniques.

 On the whole, the writer correctly applies the conventions of language, though 
there are some mistakes in sentence formation, usage, or mechanics. However, none 
of these errors are serious enough to interfere with the overall flow of the response 
or its meaning.

 The writer is fairly successful in applying the conventions of language. Several mis-
takes in sentence formation, usage, or mechanics are present. While the density of 
these errors may interfere with the overall flow of the response, they do not interfere 
with its meaning. The response exhibits a structural pattern of multiple paragraphs 
with beginning, middle, and end.

 The writer is marginally successful in applying the conventions of language. 
Patterns of mistakes in sentence formation, usage, and mechanics significantly 
detract from the presentation. At times, the meaning of the response may be weak-
ened, and the response may not always exhibit a cohesive structural pattern.


