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Mrs. Davis is a seventh grade English language arts
teacher. She has 117 students in her classroom, 12
of whom are English language learners. With college
and career readiness standards firmly in mind, Mrs.
Davis is looking for new ways to teach argumentative
essays and citation of sources without doubling her
grading time.

She's excited to try the proven, research-based
online literacy tool her administrators have adopted
for the district: WriteToLearn™.

Automated essay
scoring & reporting

In the first few weeks of school, Mrs. Davis assigns
an essay prompt to see where her students are
and gauge just how much they've forgotten over
the summer. Her students each log in to their own
accounts and type their essays in the program.

As soon as her students submit their drafts,
WriteToLearn provides immediate scores and
feedback that support the College and Career
Readiness standards. Some students pass after
revising their essay just once. Others use all six
attempts she’s given them as they work towards
a passing score.

The overview report tells Mrs. Davis which writing
skills she needs to review with her students and
gives her an early indication of who might need
extra support.
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Cameras in the Classroom -- Student passes her essay
Safety or Invasion of Privacy? Tips  Think about it. . .

A decision has been made to equip each classroom in your school « Would you want cameras to be ° ass'gnment In

with a camera. The rationale for the placement of cameras installed in your classroom? — f‘

throughout the building is student safety. Some argue this is an » What are some of the benefits that tWO d ra ts~

invasion of privacy. Think about whether you think this is a safety come from security cameras in class?

issue or a privacy issue. Write an essay in which you create an * Do you think other students feel the

argument for one of these positions. Provide clear reasons and same as you? °

relevant evidence to support your argument.

Draft 3 7 | Grammar Feedback for Draft 2

Congratulations!

Cameras in the classrooms are an invasion of privacy. Positioning l You have passed this activity. Great job!
cameras in the classrooms will make students feel like criminals, * passing
hinder class performance and participation, and will cause a great "
unnecessary expense. The slightest move could be misinterpreted Lol --H
and made punishable. Teachers already do a great job of s
monitoring students. Why would the school demean their Task and --H
teachers' ability to do their job in creating a safe learning Focus A
environment and install cameras to spy on them? Having cameras Development --“
in the classroom would inhibit student participation. Students b of Ideas
would not be comfortable expressing their opinions freely. Many
students are already shy to outwardly raise their hands and Sirmanieauon. --H
participate in class. Having cameras would only hinder their ability i
to participate. They would feel they have more eyes watching and Language and --H
judging what they say and do. ©=marac ara slea varu avnancie stvle i
for a school to buy. With the ct C"!:;“?;:‘f“ (o Hep A0
budget cuts, how would a scho . .
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Class: Mrs. Davis' Writing Class B

and class averages
for the assignment.

Activity: | Cameras in the Classroom -- Student Safety or Invasion of Privacy? 7|
Report Date: Fri May 1 2015, 10:45 am

Camera: the Classroom —- Student Safety or Invasion of Privacy?
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“| found WriteToLearn to be a great diagnostic tool to
determine student weak areas which would pinpoint their
specific needs. It was a quick way to allow me to individually
help each student improve their writing.”

Deanna Eiland, English Teacher






Cross-subject content

Mrs. Davis' colleague, Mr. Jones, teaches seventh grade Social Studies in
the same school. He will be using WriteToLearn to seamlessly incorporate
reading and writing development into his current curriculum.

To capture his students’ attention early on, he starts the year by assigning
a reading passage on “Foundations of Geography”. The students first
complete a vocabulary exercise with words from the passage. Then they
read the passage and write a summary of what they've read.
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Foundations of Geography: 3.1 Population

Vocabulary Reading L’.' Summary
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Difficulties in the region include: overcrowding, lack of housing, fresh water, and

Hello Students! English » Log Out

SEYIETYTE]

1 Foundations of Geography: 3.1 Population

Vocabulary Reading L)t' Summary

— ey
2]

Population

e
WORLD STUDIES

Population Distribution

The world's population , or total number of people, lives in uneven clusters on
Earth's surface. Some places have many people. Other places are almost empty.
Population distribution is the way the population is spread out over an
area.

Demography is the science that tries to explain how populations change
and why population distribution is uneven. Demographers study rates of birth,
marriage, and death. And they ask why people move from one place to another

Write Summary @
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Foundations of Geography: 3.1 Population

Vocabulary Reading L)l'

2

Draft 2 Spelling

3

Fererariee Feedback for Draft 1

at different rates.

The articel told us how their are a lot of overpopulation in some
areas of the world. It also told us how a lot of children an people in
Asia and Africa need more basic necessities. It made me glad that I
live in this country. I also read about how very many people live in
the world. I lerned about all the death rates in the world and what
causes them. At different times in history, populations have grown

You should improve your summary. Use the bars below
to see where to focus your effort.

Poor Fair Excellent

Overall

Summary Scoreboard

Reading Passage



Tracking Student
Progress and
Differentiating
nstruction

Among the teachers’ new students are Jack Jones and
Anna Gonzales. Jack is excited to be back in school. But
when it comes to writing, he has a hard time organizing
his ideas. He didn't pass the first essay assignment
right away. The student scoreboard and writing tips
made it easy for him to see how he could improve his
essay, and he passed on the third attempt.

With its personalized activities page, WriteToLearn
feels like the computer games Jack’s mom let him play
over the summer. When he logs in, he can see what
he’s been assigned, whether his teachers have added
any comments, and how close he is to completing his
assignments. Each time he works in WriteToLearn he
tries to beat his personal record.
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Student Safety or Invasi...
Class: Mrs. Davis' Writing Class

Foundations of Geography:
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Class: Mr. Jones' 7th Grade Social
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Jack’s Activity Page shows that he passed his
essay and has a summary assignment to begin.




Support for struggling students

Anna is one of Mrs. Davis' English language learners.
She’s quiet and rarely participates in class discussions.
She struggled with the first writing assignment of the
year, but after Mrs. Davis started using the ELL rubric
for her and showed her all of the language tools in
WriteToLearn, Anna knows that she’s improving.

If she doesn't understand part of Mr. Jones’ summary
passages or instructions, the text-to-speech function
reads it aloud to her. Or she can use the spot word
translation if she runs into an unfamiliar word. The
vocabulary exercises before the summary activities
also help her learn new words before she reads
them in the passage and improve her reading
comprehension.

Hello Anna! English = Log Out
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Essay on Pets - 4 Tips  Think about it. °

Anyone who has ever owned a pet has an opinion on which animal * What kind of pet do you want to write
about? —

makes the best pet. Take a stand on which kind of animal makes 7
the best pet. Write an essay using reasons and examples to * Why do you like this pet?
support your choice. °

= 8
Draft 2 Speling | Grammar [l other Tools Feedback for Draft 1
Your essay is shorter than expected for this prompt.
I like dogs. Dogs is the best pets. They is my faverite. Dogs is fun. * passing
dogs can swim. My dog likes to run. She go plases with me. She is Overall -H

my best frend. I lik to run with my dog. She licks me and sleeps
with me. I takes my dog to the lake and the parke. Dogs keep you

Language ple

safe by barking. I love my dog and she love me. Usage 2 -H
Ordering of 1 Improve
- |
weanes G

Sentence Explore
71 words 150 - 650 expected E
sl (4 - 1

Select essay prompts are designed specifically for English
learners and provides essay writing advice to help English
learners focus on the fundamentals of writing.

“I really like it a lot—my favorite thing about it is that they
can have their writing read back to them. The kids like ol
this, too. | often ask them to read it to themselves.”

Kristina Kitler, Teacher, ™
Seacoast Charter Academy, Jacksonville, Florida



Less time grading, more
time teaching

Halfway through the year, Mrs. Davis is
amazed by the amount of writing her
students have done. Each student has
written a total of 11 essays and summaries,
more than they did all year last year.

Instead of spending all her time grading,
Mrs. Davis logs in regularly to see how each
student is doing and provides comments to
encourage each student and tell them what
she wants them to work on next time.

At parent-teacher conferences, the student
reports make it easy to show parents all

of the assignments their children have
completed to date, the progress they've
made so far, and the areas where they need
to focus on to improve their overall scores.

A

Easy curriculum integration

As he completes his Social Studies lesson
plans, Mr. Jones is pleased to find a healthy
mix of reading passages, some from
Pearson imprints he's used before. The
variety makes it easy for him to choose
passages that align to his curriculum.

Also, the Lexile and Reading Maturity Metric
information for select passages allow him to
steadily increase the complexity of the texts
he assigns throughout the year and even
personalize assignments based on student
skill levels.



Example Teacher Help Log Out
Example School
.
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Reports
Class Scoreboard Overview Progress ents Portfolio
Class: World Studies j
Student: | Five, Student5 (2 activities) j
Report Date: Fri May 1 2015, 11:15 am
Reading: Foundations of Geography: 3.1 Population
Began: Tue Apr 28 2015
Student Highlighting: 125 words
Prefesied 150 - 350 words
Length:
Last feedback: Fri May 1 2015, 9:54 am
Scoreboard Counts
[[1 2 3 (attenpts) | Minutes on Task * 32
Population Distribution Words, First Attempt 83
% Copied 13 %
Population Density Words, Last Attempt 258
% Copied 0 %
Birthrates and Death Attempts 3
Rates Passing Attempts 1
The Challenges of Copied Content Checks 0
Population Growth Spell Checks 0
r e Semmercee -
Goal: 150 - 350 wordls - iy i S _
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The printer-friendly
feature makes it easy
for both teachers to

use reports in parent-
teacher conferences.

Mr. Jones
Washington Jr. High

Help  Log Out

Tools
= T
Class: | Mr. Jones' 7th Grade Social Studies 7|

Select Type, Grade, and Subject and click "Find".

Subject  Topic ~ Grade  Length  Readi Common Core Hi Vocabulary [
Level  (words)  Maturity Grade Band or Tips
Foundations (& . . .
4 of Geography: | 2093 Wordilles 1187 61 880L 25 Hints Vocab P RN R AR
Studies | Studies growth.
3.1 Population
s 7 ; 5
A1 Clg | wond The variety of dimate and
[m] Climate and 1 68 1564 5% 1000L 2-5 Hints Vocab vegetation in Africa and its
Studies | Studies
Vegetation influences on health.
Africa 1.3 ¢ —_— Weild The agricultural resources of Africa
O Resources and e 68 953 67 2100 |45 Hints Vocab and what the countries are doing to
Studies | Studies . ; ;
Land Use improve their economic health.
Afica: 4.1
Egypt: Social | World - The influence of Isiam on Egyptian
o Nation on the Studies | Studies | &8 el G 208 23 taat Yol culture and the daily life in Egypt.
Nile
Africa: 5.2 @
Ghana - e
I

Mr. Jones chooses
from a large selection
of summary activities
available in his subject
and grade-range.

“This is great! | spend my life grading essays, told other
teachers in the department ‘it will change your life!”

Rob Rose, Teacher,
River City Science Academy



In the Spring, Mrs. Davis and Mr. Jones meet to discuss the effectiveness
of WriteToLearn. They are astonished to realize just how much reading
and writing their students have done—and how much more time they
have to focus on teaching.

How WriteToLearn’s automated scoring adds up:

117 students

22 essays and summaries assigned per student
6 submissions per assignment

15,444 drafts evaluated with feedback

1,930 days to grade drafts by hand, 2 hours per day

3,890 hours saved by using WriteToLearn

......




In addition to the number of assignments,

. . ) Scores@) 1 2 3 4 5 6 Length@
the reports show that with all this reading, —_— ™ 158 words
iti ; (not visible) [S— I 2ot6 e
writing, and vocabulary practice students are
making significant progress in their literacy Ideas — | 2«86
skills through the year. This progress is easy to Organization — |  2a6 Good
see when the teachers compare an individual Conventions —_— | 3a6
h 4
student’s essays from August and February. Sentence Fluency |GG | 2a6 ’l .
v ort
Word Choice [— | 26
State assessments results — m— | a6
Editing Tools@ Status Comment
As testing season gets C|oser’ Mrs. DaViS Spelling Excellent] 0 misspelled words (+ 0 ignored)
. . | h h Grammar Excellent 0.0 grammar errors (+ 0 ignored)
assigns essay promp':js, sdlml ar t;) t osg on the T— e R YT
state assessment, and adjusts the settings so
that her students have three attempts to pass
an essay instead of six. Then, a few weeks scores D T S T N T Lengtn D
. . Overall 407 words
before the test, she assigns a new essay with (not visible) —— 6 o 6 ILong
one attempt, and turns off the support tools to " -
Ideas — 6 -
mimic the testing experience. e
Organization ——— 6 o 6 Good
On test day, Jack, Anna, and their classmates e m—— 56
are comfortable with the state assessment Sentence Fluerey  p—] 5016 -
i i< iust Ii Word Choice E—— 6 o 6
format, because the experience is just like the I i
essay assignments they've done all year round e 5 =
. . Editing Tools @) Status Comment
in WriteToLearn. Spelling Excellent| 0 misspelled words (+ 0 ignored)
Grammar Excellent| 0.0 grammar errors (+ O ignored)
When the scores come in, student P BEZTE 11.0% repeated content
performance on state writing assessments
reflects their WriteToLearn progress reports.
Overall, the school's seventh-grade scores Scoreboards show the progress one real-life
. . . . |
improved by 23% in the first year of using student made from August to February.! The
WriteTolLearn.2 August attempt (top) was with multiple feedbacks
and the spelling, grammar, and repeated content
WriteToLearn’s comprehensive literacy check turned ON. The February attempt was with
approach has been a key tool to help these only one feedback and all helps turned OFF.

teachers improve student learning outcomes—
better readers become better writers and
better writers become better readers.

“Before WriteToLearn, | had never seen a student get a perfect
score on the state writing exam. In 2013, 13 out of my 52
seventh graders earned them. That's a quarter of the class!”
Terri Dalsted, Middle School Writing Teacher

TWhile Mrs. Davis and Mr. Jones are fictional teachers, this data comes from the 2012-2013 school year of WriteToLearn
customer Jeff Pence, a 7th grade English language arts teacher from Dean Rusk Middle School in Canton, GA.

2 While Jack, Anna, and their classmates are fictional characters, this data comes from the 2011-2012 student test results
of Washington state middle school teacher Terri Dalsted, a real-life WriteToLearn customer.




Contact Us

www.WriteToLearn.net

1.866.842.7428

Email:
learningassessments@pearson.com
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