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Table 1.3    Bayley-4 Score Types

Scale 
    subtest

Scaled  
score

Standard  
score

Percentile  
rank

Confidence 
interval

Age  
equivalent

Growth scale 
value

Cognitive (COG) ✓ ✓ ✓

Cognitive (CG) ✓ ✓ ✓

Language (LANG) ✓ ✓ ✓

 Receptive  
Communication (RC)

✓ ✓ ✓

Expressive 
Communication (EC)

✓ ✓ ✓

Motor (MOT) ✓ ✓ ✓

Fine Motor (FM) ✓ ✓ ✓

Gross Motor (GM) ✓ ✓ ✓

Social-Emotional (SOEM) ✓ ✓ ✓

Social-Emotional (SE) ✓

Scale 
    domain 
         subdomain

Scaled  
score

Standard  
score

Percentile  
rank

Confidence 
interval

Age  
equivalent

Growth scale 
value

Adaptive Behavior (ADBE) ✓ ✓ ✓

Communication (COM) ✓ ✓ ✓

Receptive (REC) ✓ ✓ ✓

Expressive (EXP) ✓ ✓ ✓

Daily Living Skills (DLS) ✓ ✓ ✓

Personal (PER) ✓ ✓ ✓

Socialization (SOC) ✓ ✓ ✓

Interpersonal 
Relationships (IPR)

✓ ✓ ✓

Play and Leisure (PLA) ✓ ✓ ✓

Applications
The Bayley-4 is an assessment instrument used to identify young children with developmental delay and to assist with 
intervention planning. By administering the Bayley-4, a substantial amount of quantitative and qualitative information can 
be obtained to compare the child to his or her peers. As a diagnostic tool, the Bayley has been most useful as part of 
a complete developmental assessment battery. The Bayley-4 is well suited for multidisciplinary and arena assessment 
teams because the Cognitive, Language, and Motor Scales can be administered independent of each other, but the 
scores for each scale can be compared to one another because the normative data for all of the scales is derived from 
data collected from the same population. 

The Bayley-4 has multiple research and clinical applications. Historically, the Bayley has also been used to chart a  
child’s progress after initiating an intervention program. Early intervention is considered the key to minimizing the long-
term effects of developmental delay (American Academy of Pediatrics, 2006). As part of an early intervention program,  
a child’s progress is documented to ensure that intervention is matched to his or her present level of need. Because  
of its excellent psychometric properties and quantitative scoring system, the Bayley has long been utilized as an 
instrument for documenting a child’s development periodically during the course of intervention. To further enhance this 
application, the Bayley-4 provides detailed normative data for children ages 1–42 months with scaled scores for children 
in the 1–5 month range provided in 10-day increments. In so doing, the Bayley-4 offers an enhanced level of precision 
for assessing children during this period. The Bayley has also served as a research tool and has been used extensively 
in research protocols to examine the performance of children in a particular clinical or diagnostic group (e.g., those born 
preterm) or to track the impact of various interventions on children’s development. 
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